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                   Carter High School 
Honors Precalculus


    
        

    Fall 2016
Instructor:  Beth Haun      E-mail: beth.haun@knoxschools.org     Phone: 933-3434     Plan Period: 2:00-3:30

Honors Precalculus:

· Course Description
This course develops the topics essential for success in Calculus. Content includes a study of algebraic, transcendental, and trigonometric functions, as well as their compositions and inverses, vectors, polar graphing, complex numbers, conic sections, and sequences and series. Students who complete this course successfully will have a strong background for a first-year Calculus sequence.

· State of Tennessee Precalculus standards  
 Download or view a PDF of the standards at:  http://www.tn.gov/education/article/mathematics-standards 
INSTRUCTION:

· General Pacing
The Honors Precalculus curriculum spans eight units. Below is an approximate breakdown of the number of instructional and testing days each unit will encompass:

· Chapters 1 Functions and Their Graphs - 11 days
· Chapter 2 Polynomial and Rational Functions – 12 days
· Chapter 3 Exponential and Logarithmic Functions – 8 days
· Chapter 4 Trigonometric Functions– 14 days
· Chapter 5 Analytic Trigonometry – 11 days
· Chapter 6 & 9 Additional Topics in Trigonometry – 11 days
· Chapter 8 Sequences, Series, and Probability – 6 days
· Chapter 11 Limits and an Introduction to Calculus – 6 days
· Materials Needed
· Notebook:

Students are encouraged to keep a notebook for mathematics class. At least a one and half inch binder will be required to fit all of the required materials.  

· Calculator:

A class set of calculators is available for student use.  Therefore, a student is not required to purchase his or her own personal calculator.  However, if a student wishes to invest in a calculator, I recommend the Texas Instrument TI – 83 Plus or TI – 84 Plus.  I do want to emphasize that any assigned homework will not require the use of anything beyond a simple 4-function calculator. 

· Resources
· School-based:  Textbook – Precalculus with Limits: A Graphing Approach, 6th edition, Larson; Brooks/Cole 
· Outside:  Throughout the year, we will watch mathematically related Ted Talks and other applicable videos.  Additionally, at the end of the year, I will allow the students to watch a movie entitled Stand and Deliver (PG). 
· *As a guardian of your student, if you do not approve of a specific resource listed in this syllabus, please make your request to me in writing and an alternative assignment and/or materials will be provided. The request should include your name, the child's name, the specific activity/materials in which you do not want your child to be exposed to or participate in, and the nature of your objection.
ASSESSMENT:

· End of Course Exams - The EOC testing window is Dec. 20 & 21.
Please mark these dates on your calendar now to ensure that your student attends school not only on these days but the extremely important preparation days leading up to the End of Course Exam since it accounts for 25% of your student’s grade.

· Grading Policy/Rubric

· 25% end of course exam

· 75% determined by the following categories and point allocations:

· Tests (1 per chapter)

100 points
· Quizzes


5 to 20 points
· Daily Work/Homework 
10 points/day 
· Honors Precalculus project
200 points
· Explanation of Assignments & Projects – expectations/ timeline/due dates, etc.
· All assignments will be completed with care and concern.  Any work that is not done to the best of a students’ ability will not be accepted.
· In-class assignments must be completed within a given class period or within the specified time limit provided by the teacher.

· Homework assignments are due the next day at the start of class, unless otherwise specified by the teacher.

· The Honors Precalculus project will be outlined at the midterm and students will be able to choose from a variety of projects to complete before the end of the semester.
· Make-Up Work Policy

· Students will be given 1 “Personal Day” and 5 “Sick Days.” 

· Personal Day:  A student may turn in his/her “Personal Day” for any missing homework without having to offer an excuse or turn in the assignment in later.  **This pass CAN NOT be used for in-class assignments.

· Sick Days:  If a student does not have a homework assignment finished or does not complete an in-class assignment on time, he or she may turn in one of the “Sick Day” passes and receive an extra day to complete the assignment before it is counted late.

· *****If a student runs out of Personal and Sick Day passes, he or she will lose privileges, such as bathroom passes, listening to music during individual work time, the use of a calculator for a specified time period, or any other privilege specified by the teacher.
· Responsibility lies with the student to request any make-up assignments from an absence.  Weekly assignments are prominently posted in the room, put in a student’s folder following an absence, or the student may ask the teacher for any missing assignments.  Students have 3 days from the day they return to school to request and turn in make-up work.  

· Work that was collected on the day of the absence will be expected on the day the student returns to school. 
· If a student has an extended absence from school he/she can see me for an appropriate schedule for make-up work.
· Re-do Policy

The re-do policy applies to attempted work, not to be confused with missing work. If a student feels the need to re-do an assignment, he/she will have that opportunity. A re-done assignment will have a maximum value of 90%. Before being allowed to re-do an assignment, the student must first have tutoring of some type. This will be at teacher discretion. The assignment may not be exactly like the original assignment and must be done outside of regular class time (such as during enrichment). A student has 10 school days from the original assignment date to re-do it. There are some exclusions to this re-do policy, such as: End of Course Exams, labs, performances, or any other assignment specified by the teacher ahead of time.
· December Dash/Summer Blitz
· A student must have an average of 65-69.4 and have passed the EOC to be eligible for Blitz.  

· Students who are eligible for BLITZ must complete an application to participate in the BLITZ program.

· In compliance with our CHS Re-do Policy, students should not have the opportunity to re-take the EOC.

· Parent Portal/Carter High School homepage
The Parent Portal is an excellent way for me to communicate grades and other pertinent information with you and your student.  The login is located on either the district website or the Carter High School website, http://www.knoxschools.org/carterhs .  If either you or your student does not have your individual login and you do not receive this information at the beginning of the school year, please contact the Carter High School office at 933-3434.  Please note that I will update grades at least once a week.

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS:
· Students:

· Attendance/Tardy Policy:

In order for each student to perform consistently and successfully he/she needs to be at school every day.

If a student is tardy to class, he or she must sign-in immediately on the tardy clipboard.  Additionally, that student will attend the next available silent lunch.  The student will be expected to report to said detention without further notification.  Signing the clipboard is his/her notification!
· Classroom Policy/Procedures:
1. Be respectful.  Respect should be extended to your teacher, your peers, and any other guest within our classroom including principals, special guests, and substitutes.

2. Be on time for class. A student is considered tardy if he/she is not in the classroom when the bell rings.  The fourth tardy will result in a referral to the office.

3. Be prepared for class.   A prepared student has pencil, paper, book, and any other necessary materials.  Sharpen pencils and ask for any needed materials before the bell rings.

4. No cell phones, IPods, or any other electronic device is allowed DURING INSTRUCTION.  If any electronic device is seen out (on a desk, in your hand, in your lap, etc) this will result in an automatic write-up.
5. Complete all work to the best of your ability.  Credit will not be given for just “showing up.”  Student are expected to show work and ask questions for clarification when needed.  
**Also note that students are only allowed 3 exits from class during every nine-week grading period, which is 6 exits for the entire semester.  Therefore students use your exit privileges carefully.  At the end of the nine weeks, students may turn in any unused exits for 5 points extra credit apiece.  If a student does not have his or her bathroom passes given by the teacher, he or she may not exit the room.
**In addition to classroom expectations, students are responsible for the rules and regulations of Carter High School as specified within the CHS Handbook.  

· Cellphone Policy

· Students will turn off their cellphones and place them in the cellphone holder at the front of the room at the beginning of each class period.  

· There will be certain times when students will be allowed to listen to music or use their cellphones for instructional purposes, which will be communicated via teacher discretion.

· If a student is seen with a cellphone during class, it will result in an automatic write-up and 3 days ISS.

· Honor Code
Carter High School students are outstanding, respectful, and honorable.  Therefore cheating and plagiarizing are neither acceptable nor tolerated.  If a student is caught cheating during class, he/she will receive a zero for the current assignment, test, etc.  Additionally, a parent conference will be set up in order to discuss the infraction.

· Plagiarism
According to Harbrace Handbook, 15th edition:

                “Plagiarism is defined as presenting someone else’s ideas, research, or opinion as your own without proper documentation, even if it has been rephrased.  It includes, but is not limited to the following:

1.      Copying verbatim all or part of another’s written work;

2.      Using phrases, figures, or illustrations without citing the source;

3.      Paraphrasing ideas, conclusions, or research without citing the source;

4.      Using all or part of a literary plot, poem, or film without attributing the work to its creator.”

· Consequences of Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a form of stealing and academic fraud.  Students who are found guilty of plagiarism will have the option of either redoing the assignment within a specified time period and accepting a grade letter drop or taking a zero on the assignment.  Parents will be involved in making the decision.
· Teacher Communication:

· Beth Haun
E-mail:  beth.haun@knoxschools.org 

Office Number:  933-3434

Planning Period:  4th  period [2:00- 3:30 pm]

· Honors Precalculus is a pivotal mathematics course within your child’s mathematics career.  The mathematics covered within the Honors Precalculus curriculum brings together lots of previously learned topics and takes those topics deeper.  Additionally, Precalculus students are preparing for the ACT, college, and determining how much mathematics will be involved and necessary for their future careers.  Therefore, if your child seems confused or lost at any point during the semester, please ask for help immediately!  I am always willing to arrive early or stay late to help your child in any way possible.  Additionally, school-wide tutoring is constantly available during a student’s 30 minute enrichment period.  Feel free to contact me at the school by calling 933-3434 or through my e-mail, beth.haun@knoxschools.org .  I am available for conferences before and after school in addition to during my planning period from 2:00 – 3:30.
· Tutoring – I will officially be available after school on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons until 4:30 pm.
***Please have your student return the attached sheet stating that you have read and understand the classroom policies and procedures.  Additionally, this sheet will provide me with the most convenient way to contact you.  If you have any questions or concerns at this time, please feel free to list them at the bottom of the informational sheet, call, or e-mail me at any time.  Thank you for your time, and I look forward to a tremendous year in mathematics class!

Sincerely,

Beth  Haun
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